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1 . KHLESTOV, CHIEF OF MFA'S TREATY AND LEGAL DIVISION. 

CALLED ME OVER AT 1800 HOURS LOCAL TIME MAY 1 1 TO INFORM 
ME THAT THE SOVIET GOVERNMENT AGREES TO SIMULTANEOUS 
SIGNATURE OF THE PNE TREATY AND PROTOCOL AT 1900 HOURS 
LOCAL TIME IN MOSCOW AND AT 1200 HOURS LOCAL TIME IN 
WASHINGTON ON MAY 13. HE SAID BREZHNEV WOULD SIGN IN 
THE KREMLIN IN THE VLADIMIRSKIY ZAL WITH "MEMBERS OF THE 
POLITBURO", THE CHAIRMAN OF THE COUNCIL OF MINISTERS 
(KOSYGIN), AND "APPROPRIATE MINISTERS" PRESENT. HE ADDED 
THAT MOROKHOV AND I WOULD OF COURSE BE THERE AS WELL. 

2. KHLESTOV ARGUED STRONGLY THAT INITIALING WAS "ADVISABLE" 
AND WOULD ACCORD WITH SOVIET PRACTICE. SINCE WE HAD EARLIER 
UNDERSTOOD AT LEAST INFORMALLY THAT SUCH AN INITIALING 
PROCEDURE WOULD BE FOLLOWED, I DID NOT OBJECT. 

IT WAS AGREED THAT MOROKHOV AND I WOULD INITIAL 
TEXTS OF TREATY AND PROTOCOL AT 0930 HOURS MAY 12 
AT STATE COMMITTEE. 

3. AFTER THE INITIALING (NO PUBLICITY WILL BE GIVEN 
THE CEREMONY), THE US ALTERNATS WILL BE TAKEN 
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THE AIRCRAFT COMMANDER ON AEROFLOT FLIGHT SU-31 1 
DEPARTING MOSCOW AT 1305 MOSCOW TIME AND ARRIVING IN 
NEW YORK 1910 NEW YORK TIME. ACTION REQUESTED: PLEASE 
NOTIFY USUN, ASK THEM TO CONTACT THE SOVIET MISSION 
TO THE UN, WHICH WILL ASSIST USUN IN PICKING UP THE 
ALTERNATS FROM THE INCOMING AEROFLOT FLIGHT. USUN WILL 
THEN HAVE TO ARRANGE TO FORWARD THEM TO WASHINGTON. 

4. WE HAVE RECEIVED THE ADDITIONAL TREATY PAPER, AND 
WILL COMPLETE ENGROSSING OF THE ENGLISH TEXTS THIS 
EVENING MAY 11. COMPARISON OF THE TREATY TEXTS WILL 
TAKE PLACE AT 2000 HOURS LOCAL MAY 11, AND OF THE PROTOCOL 
AND AGREED STATEMENT AT 0700 LOCAL MAY 12. 

5. THE SIGNATURE BLOCS ON THE TREATY WILL BE AS ON 
THE TTBT USING THE "DONE AT" LINE SIMILAR TO THAT IN 
1975 MARITIME TREATY; I.E., "DONE AT WASHINGTON AND 
MOSCOW, MAY 13, 1976, IN DUPLICATE, IN THE ENGLISH AND 
RUSSIAN LANGUAGES, BOTH TEXTS BEING EQUALLY 
AUTHENTIC" IN THE U.S. ALTERNAT AND THE USUAL 
REVERSAL OF ORDER IN THE SOVIET. THE PROTOCOL WILL 
READ "DONE AT WASHINGTON AND MOSCOW, ON MAY 13, 1976." 
WITH THE SAME SIGNATURE BLOCS AS ON THE TREATY AND 
WITH THE USUAL REVERSAL. KHLESTOV ARGUED THAT MOROKHOV 
AND I SHOULD INITIAL THE AGREED STATEMENT, ON WHICH 

THE DATE "MAY 13, 1976" WOULD BE TYPED IN ON THE LOWER 
LEFT-HAND CORNER. ACTION REQUESTED: PLEASE ADVISE 
IF THIS IS ACCEPTABLE. 

6. KHLESTOV TOLD ME THAT JOURNALISTS WOULD BE ADMITTED 
TO THE SIGNING CEREMONY IN THE KREMLIN MAY 13, AND 
SAID THAT MFA'S PRESS DIVISION WOULD HANDLE THE DETAILS. 

7. KHLESTOV INDICATED THAT SOVIETS WOULD WISH TO PUBLISH 
TREATY TEXT (NO MENTION OF PROTOCOL OR AGREED STATEMENT). 
WE EXPECT THIS WOULD APPEAR IN MOSCOW CENTRAL PRESS 
MORNING OF MAY 14. WE ASSUME WE WOULD WISH TO RELEASE 
FULL TEXT OF TREATY, PROTOCOL AND AGREED STATEMENT. 
ACTION REQUESTED: PLEASE PROVIDE Q AND A SHEET AND ANY 
OTHER APPROPRIATE BRIEFING MATERIALS. 
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